Similar effects of various low-molecular-weight enzyme inhibitors on enzyme networks in dystrophic mice.
We compared the therapeutic effects of various low-molecular-weight enzyme inhibitors on dystrophic mice. Leupeptin, bestatin, forphenicinol and forphenicine significantly affected the enzymatic activities in the dystrophic muscles. The pattern of enzymatic changes in the muscles of forelimb and hindlimb caused by these inhibitors were similar in spite of the variety of their inhibitory spectra in vitro. However, comparing the pattern of enzymatic changes in spleen, forphenicinol differed from the other inhibitors tested. This may be related to the peculiar effects of this inhibitor on immunologically responsive cells.